THE MACE

\ In medie\(al times the mace was used as a weapon of offense and the metal head was often heavily spiked. Today itis used chiefly
in cererpomal functions of churches, governments, colleges and universities. The head of the Oswego mace holds a jade sphere
symbolizing the university of wisdom and knowledge, surrounded by four silver flanges unfolding petal-like, without imprisoning
the sphere, and representing the potentiality of disciplined imagination, the goal of higher education. The richness of the jade and
the rosewood shaft are emblematic of the pomp and solemnity of academic ceremony. Mace — gift of the Class of 1969 — design
and silver work was executed by the late Professor Joseph F. Shoenfelt, Art Department, and the rosewood turning by Professor
Emeritus William D. Todd, Technology Department.

THE MEDALLION

The medallion worn by the president of the State University of New York College at Oswego, is asymbol of authority worn atall
official ceremonies such as Commencement and Honors Convocation. Oswego is represented in the perfect center of the
Medallion by a tiny green and gold circle. The dot is properly located on an outline of New York State, and the State itself is
surmounted over a globe, thus showing the relationship of the institution to both New York and the world. Awreath of gold leaves
surrounds the globe, and is circled by a flat band bearing the engraved college name, and includes two dates: 1861, the college
founding, and 1948, marking the founding of State University, of which Oswego was a charter unit.

Above the medallion, where green and gold ribbons are attached, is a gold lamp of knowledge, embliematic of a seat of learning.

The medallion was designed and executed by Professor Dominic DiPasquale, Art Department, for the inauguration of the eighth
president of the college, Dr. Virginia L. Radley.

SEAL

The three-dimensional representation of the official seal of the College displayed on the podium was made by Professor
Emeritus Kenvyn B. Richards of the Technology Department. It bears the motto of the State University of New York — To Learn, To
Search, To Serve — and the founding dates of the College at Oswego (1861) and of the State University of New York (1948).

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

The centuries-old pageantry of the academic procession dates from ancient traditions rooted in the early universities. Since the
first academic ceremonies were predominantly in charge of the clergy, they followed the familiar order of the religious
processions.

THE TRADITION OF ACADEMIC ATTIRE

The caps, gowns and hoods worn at college and university functions date from the Middle Ages. Monks and students of that time
wore them to keep warm in the damp drafty halls of learning. From these practical origins, they have developed into the accepted
garb which symbolizes scholarly achievement.

Baccalaureate gowns have a long, pleated front with shirring across the shoulders and back. They are primarily distinguished by
flowing sleeves, pointed at the fingertip. These gowns may be worn open or closed.

The master’s degree gown is worn open, and the sleeve is cut so that the forearm comes through a slit just above the elbow.

Gowns for the doctor’s degree are also worn open. They carry broad, velvet panels down the front, and the three velvet bars on
the full, round sleeves. This velvet trimming may be either black or the color distinctive of the degree.

Mortarboards or caps worn with baccalaureate and master's gowns generally have black tassels. The tassel of the doctoral cap is
usually made of gold bullion.

The hood gives color and meaning to the academic costume. Its silk lining bears the color of the institution conferring the
degree. The hood is bordered with velvet of a prescribed width and color to indicate the field of learning to which the degree
pertains.

The fields of learning identified by the color of the velvet border include the following:
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